Improving vaccination uptake is important, but we found that many parents, and apparently some doctors and health visitors, still viewed immunisation as a potential hazard that should be avoided if some excuse could be found. Our most important finding was that of all the cases in which the child had missed vaccinations, 38% could be attributed to either temporary intercurrent infection or atopy. This almost equalled the proportion accounted for by parental apathy and objection (42%). If these two misunderstandings had been specifically targeted uptake ofmore than 80% might have been achieved.
Much hope is being invested in the new measles, mumps, and rubella vaccine, but the obstacles to full vaccination highlighted in our study clearly reflect deeply entrenched attitudes. A more directed and sustained effort will be needed to change these if we are to improve uptake of vaccination.
